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In this presentation, we will discuss:

• What is taxable
• Who needs to file taxes
• Which forms are needed
• Where to find tax information and 

resources
• How to file a tax return
• Which methods/services we recommend



A Quick Disclaimer
• The IPO can provide you with information and   

resources; however, we are not tax professionals; 
• Filing on your own can be a time-consuming and 

frustrating process;
• International student taxes are different than U.S. 

resident taxes;
• We highly recommend using a paid international 

student tax filing service like Sprintax 

https://www.sprintax.com/returns/


Types of Taxes in the USA
• Income Tax: Taxes on money you earn
• Sales Tax: Taxes on things you buy
• Excise Tax: Taxes you pay for special goods, like fuel and 

cigarettes
• Payroll Tax: Social Security and Medicare tax
• Property Tax: Taxes you pay on your property/home
• Estate Tax: Taxes on transferred property when someone dies
• Gift Tax: Taxes you must pay for gifts of cash or goods

Please note: taxes can vary depending on where you live



International Student Taxes
What is taxable income?
• Wages from an on-campus or off-campus job 
• Scholarships that pay for room and meal plan

What isn’t subject to taxation?
• Scholarships that pay for tuition and fees

What about the FICA tax (Social Security/Medicare)? 
• Not required to pay if in USA < 5 years
• Employers may withhold from all workers’ wages
• You can file for a refund 



Who needs to file taxes?
All U.S. international students (non-resident aliens on 
an F or J visa) must file regardless of whether they have 
earned an income or not. 

*See the flow chart on the next slide to see what forms 
you need to file based upon your situation



Student

In USA 
< 5 years

No taxable 
Income

Form 8843

Taxable Income: 
Wages, Room & Board 

Scholarships

You have an 
SSN

Form 8843

Form 1040NR
Instructions

Idaho Form 43
Instructions

You don’t 
have an SSN

Form W-7
Instructions

Form 8843

Form 1040NR
Instructions

Idaho Form 43
Instructions

In USA  
5+ years

Form 1040
Instructions

Idaho Form 43
Instructions

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040nr.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/instructions/i1040nr
https://tax.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/forms/EFO00091/EFO00091_09-07-2023.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw7.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040nr.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/instructions/i1040nr
https://tax.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/forms/EFO00091/EFO00091_09-07-2023.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/instructions/i1040gi
https://tax.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/forms/EFO00091/EFO00091_09-07-2023.pdf


Click on the form images to 
open site with forms and 

instructions

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-8843
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1040-nr
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w-7
https://tax.idaho.gov/taxes/income-tax/individual-income/forms/


Where Can I Learn More 
About U.S. Taxes?

The Foreign Students, Scholars, Teachers, Researchers and 
Exchange Visitors page on the IRS website has specific 
information for LC State International Students.

You can learn more about tax treaties on the United States 
Income Tax Treaties - A to Z page. 

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/foreign-students-scholars-teachers-researchers-and-exchange-visitors
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/international-businesses/united-states-income-tax-treaties-a-to-z


Tax Reminders

Due Date
You must file your 2023 taxes by 

Monday, April 15, 2024

Filing your taxes electronically is recommended 
to minimize errors and for faster refunds (when 
applicable).



Get ready to file: gather your tax information

W2: Wage and Tax Statement(s)
1098T: Tuition Statement
1095A: Health Insurance Marketplace Statement
*1042-S: Foreign Person’s U.S. Source Income 

*Certain Scholarships/Grants and other 
income



W-2 Wage and Tax Statement 
For on-campus jobs:

Log in to Luma
W-2 will be available January 31st

For off-campus jobs and Sodexo, access it 
through the employee self-service system 
(or receive by mail)

Sample W-2

https://www.sco.idaho.gov/LivePages/scohome.aspx


1098T: Tuition Statement

Available on 
WarriorWeb: 
1098T form 

and Statement

https://warriorwebss.lcsc.edu/Student/Account/Login


1042S:Foreign Person’s U.S. Source Income 
Subject to Withholding
For students with scholarships & grants

LC State will send this to you, or you can request it from Student Accounts



1095A: Health Insurance 
Marketplace Statement

For students who purchased U.S. Health Insurance

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1095-a


Decide How You Will File

• On your own using paper forms
• On your own using a free file program
• Using a tax preparation service



On Your Own
The IRS has partnered with third-party providers to offer free 
software to file your taxes electronically. 

*You may be eligible to use free file software if you are a resident 
alien for tax purposes. Note: this may not work for everyone!

• IRS Free File Options – here you can browse the various 
software programs that are provided

• IRS Free File Online Lookup Tool- this tool helps you to sort 
through the software programs to find which works best for 
you and your tax situation

https://apps.irs.gov/app/freeFile/browse-all-offers/


Tax Forms

8843 1040NR

ID39 ID43

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-8843
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-1040-nr
https://tax.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/forms/EFO00087/EFO00087_09-07-2023.pdf
https://tax.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/forms/EFO00091/EFO00091_09-07-2023.pdf


Using a Tax Preparation Service
Sprintax is a tax software that specifically supports nonresidents. It 
helps international workers and students to abide by US tax laws. 
Sprintax can help you:
• prepare federal and state tax returns 
• file form 8843
• 24/7 live chat 
Sprintax Cost
• Federal tax preparation from $51.95
• State tax preparation from $44.95
Video Guides for Sprintax
• https://www.youtube.com/@SprintaxUSA/playlists

https://www.sprintax.com/returns/
https://www.sprintax.com/returns/
https://www.sprintax.com/returns/
https://www.youtube.com/@SprintaxUSA/playlists
https://www.sprintax.com/returns/


Thank you!
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